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PART TWO

Existentialism in DG Khan

Dera Ghazi Khan is one of the prominent region of southern Punjab. It has more
rich and well cultured historical background. The people of fhis region are very kind ahd
hospitable. D.G. Khan also well known because of fertile literature, culture, art and
historical backgrdund. D.G. Khan also comes under the influence of existentialism. From

here, I select three personalities, where major work is about existentialism.

As!am Rusool Puri

Aslam Rusool Puri is the leading philosopher of southem Punjab, and had a
considerable effect upon existential thought. His great contribution to philosophy and
particularly to existentialism is Seraiki book “TULAWERY?”. This book is a combination

of essays and criticism this book was published in 1987 by Bazm-em-Sagafat Multan.

Aslam Rusool Puri wrote down about existentialism in different time. In this paper, I will

discuss some of his selective articles which are relevant to existentialism.
A) Dimensions of Sartre’s Thought (Sartre K Fikri Pehlu)
To determine about the dimensions of Sartre’s thought Astam Rusool Puri says,

“According to some analysis Sartre’s existential thought

belongs to his early age. And with the passage of time he

changes his i‘hought 72

™ Rusool Puri, Aslam, Tulawery, 1987.p-14,

-51-



-y
In this paper, Mr. Rusool Puri gives Sartre’s definition of existentialism in such a
way
“Existentialism is a philosophy of choice ™’
Mr. Rusool Puri also tries to show us Sartre’s interest in communism. According
to Sartre consciousness and objective world both are necessary and both depends to each
other.
~ “But in every act of consciousness, humbling not only
knows about the objective world but also knows the self”®!
Mr. Rusool Puri explains Sartre’s ‘being’ as a mysterious being in objective world
and concludes.
“Existence precedes essence "%
Aslam Rusoo! Puri also discusses about Sartre’s concept of reed with the
reference of consciousness. He further says death not reject the freedom rather it accept
- the human freedom. According to Sartre this consciousness of freedom is dread for mom.
“Dread is the consciousness of freedom"™
-y

Sartre’s individual being wants to get red from the responsibility of freedom and
this strug%lé is called bad faith. Sartre was not also a existentialist, but he also accept

communism in last period of his life. However he was assure that communism also can

* Rusool Puri, Aslam, Tulawery, 1987.p-15.
** Rusool Pyri, Aslam. Tulawery, 1987.p-16,17.
*2 Rusool Pari, Aslam. Tulawery, 1987.p-17.
" ® Rusool Puri, Aslam, Tulawery, 1987.p-18.



not solve the problem of historical individual being. In this way he was not satisfied with

communism.

In the end of this paper Mr. Rusool Puri describes Sartre’s diversity in thought

through his own views.

“I did not want to wrote, what ever have been written by

me”*

B) Incomplete Affect of Existentialism in Kirawaja Farid’s Poetry

The fundamental object of this article according to Mr. Rusool Puri Rusool Puri is
to find out some existential similarities in Khawaja Farid’s Poetry. Khawaja Farid (1841-

1901) was basically a pantheist (unity of existence).

" However it is necessary that we understand Muslim pantheism fistly. It is said that
' the founder of this school of thought was Ibne-Arabi (1150-1240). According to Dr. Kala

Singh Bedi, (Prof in Punjabi University Patyala, India),

u’fﬂféb L)/(_ﬂvh.. a.w;u"‘?rjdﬂsﬂfﬁf»fc. bf(f,.rgl.’y‘"

That is why Mr. Rusool Puri says, although: all existential thoughts are granted to
Khawaja Farid by Muslim Sufism, but he is an actor of creative mind. So his spiritual and

mental experiences are parts of his ideas.

* Rusool Puri, Aslam. Tulawery, 1987.p-19.
% Bedi, Dr. Kala Singh, Khawaja Farid ka Maslak, (Article), Armugan-e-khawsja Farid, by Javed Chandio,

Bazm—c—Sagafat Multan,2001.p-74.




Here again 1 think we must aware about Khawaja Fz~d’s spiritual and mental

experiences. Qazi Javed wrote in his paper “Khawaja Ghuiam Farid”, about Farid’s

spiritual and mental experience,

SO B B A e
I UJVJ"-’UTGP J’y LJ{/z-ds/ffsl;bl:uf Qr/,ﬁ:

Qazi Javed claims that theory and practice are totally different from ach other. But
Saeed Ahmad Sheikh is not agree with Qazi Javed. Saced Ahmad gives the reference of
Jala-ul-Din Roomi, and describes that Sufi’s spirit is like “flute”. So a Sufi listen the

voice of flute through his spiritual experience and gets the secret of reality.

Now M. Saeed says,

% Aksec-Farid, by Seraiki Adbi Board Multan, p-174.
3 phmad Shaikh, Saeed, Muhammad, Jahan-e-Farid, 3003,pp-140,141.

-54-



After understanding Farid’s spiritual experience, lets try to search out existential
similarities in Khawaja Farid’s poetry.
Existential philosophers attitude is skeptic towards scientific knowledge.

According to them, we cannot understand reality through scientific method. Mr. Rusool
Puri finds the same point in Khawaja Farid’s Poetry. For instance,

| PN

—_— - JL..-tul'._f_éu : | ‘f__su.!/d:b*uf
PRI g% + E Jiﬂ...:ubd"br"bf
NS BrP RN Y % Yo g

In this way, both existentialists and Khawaja Farid reject scientific knowledge and

reason based knowledge as well. Mr. Rusool Puri also gives the reference of Igbal’s

Poetry.

Jopoledyre. /:' unéli:’ ulﬂff:}

All existentialists reject the rationality and mostly believe on spiritual knowledge.

The same condition Mr. Rusool Puri finds in Farid’s Kalam.

WO Pt o

# pusool Puri, Aslam, Tulawery, 1987,p-24,
* Rusoot Puri, Aslam, Tulawery, 1987,p-25.
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Aslam Rusool Puri moves forward and explains in existentialism

“4ll emotional feeling are internal...... reality and good

are internal concept rather than external.*®

All existentialists lays stress on self realization. This concept easily find out in

Muslim Sufi thought. Khawaja Farid also narrate this theme in his Kafees,

| O !
-7 __rw;__mm uv/tnwt{ o

Mr. Rusool Puri also discuss’es about absurdity of human life and tries to compare

it with Farids Poetry. He also télks about existential nihilism. According to him Khawaja

Farid also experienced this nihilistic situation.

In another article M. Aslam tells us that this concept of nihilism in Farids Poetry

comes from the inspiration of Mansoor.

% Rusool Puri, Aslam, Tulawery, 1987,p-25.
3t Rusool Puri, Aslam, Tulawery, 1987,p-26.
* Rusool Purl, Aslam, Tulawe:y, 1987,p-28,



" In'this paper Mr. 'Rﬁsool?gﬁfgivgié the opinion of Colin Wilson and says,

o ¢ | It is notjust utap:a rather its e.x!stence lies in o B
' phenomenofogical malys:s, kowever to :mdemrand itx

method we rvqmred new Ianguage and new reIaﬁom »93.

JE—— . . e

-;\

- Mustak, Farid No, Govt. College of Education Multan, 1999.p-213.



C) Khawaja Farid, Igbal and Nietzsche

There is another paper before my eyes in Seraiki version which shows me the

intellectual level of Mr. Rusool Puri’s wisdom. This paper is comparative study of three

great thinkers of their age.

In this article Mr. Rusool Puri Rusool Puri tries to find out similarities among

. khawaja Farid (1841-1901), Iqbal (1876-1938) and Nietzsche (1844-1900). It is

surprising for a reader, that these three thinkers are contemporary to each other.
Similarly, these three personalities has religious family background. Not only this, Mr.
Rusool Puri more explore about then and tells us that, they three adopted the poetic way
for expressing their thoﬁghts. There is not doubt, that we find the cdnccpt of .au_thcntic

| being (Insan-e-Kamil) in their ideas. Here Mr. Rusool Puri distinguishes Iqbal’s Mard-e-

Momin from Nietzsche’s superman and also Farid’s Mard-e-Qalandar.

Nietzsche’s superman is a symbol of power and he did not required any kind of
morality, Because his superman think, a weak person has no right to live. In this way Mr.

‘Rusool Puri tells us that Nietzsche’s superman was not a civilized and social being, rather

he was barbarian. (p-19).

After that Mr. Rusool Puri Rusool Puri discriminates Farid’s authentic being from
Nietzsche's superman with their qualities. Farid's authentic being (Mard-e-Qalandar) is a
Muslim Sufi who is conscious about his being. This authentic being has belief bn God

and has no desire of this temporal world, (p-19).

Sl Pl I

-58.



After discussing Nietzsche’s and Farid’s authentic being, Mr. Rusool Puri turns
| towards Igbals authentic being (Mard-¢-Qalander) and tells us that Igbal’s authentic

being is a soldier type but Farid’s authentic being is a Sufi lets try to understand Igbal’s

authentic being through his poetry. (p-20).

Q’ 4 ﬁ'Q_? G bJ u“ ¥ /aﬁ bu LJ:JJ':.. f*‘/ H_u,__{ d:(

___ We can define this authentic being meze preciscly as under with the help of Prof.

Geelani Kamran.

b"d Uf:ffjﬂ;s’,te’smﬂ_

Mr. Rusool Puri narrates ﬁ1at autientic being of these three philosopher has some
similarities. For instance, like other existentialists, this authentic being has no blind faith

| on external or scientific knowledge. This auth_entic being in this way rejects both
scientific and rational knowledge. In this paper Mr. Rusool Puri also ‘describes that
Igbal’s authentic being rejects socialism because of non-religion belief system.

Nietzsche’s superman also against socialism and capitalism.

# Kamran, Prof. Geel ani, Fikr-e-Iqbal aur Chandney Saway, p-30. Saheefa, Igbal N».4, Lahore, 1987,

-59.



Iqbal' also says

u’g{_t_,n_/uf w,? Lfdzb,tﬂ»u’ 2

At the end of this aticle Mr. Rnso'ol Pun finds out.the simitarity of self (khudi)

ong the authentic being of these three scholars. (p-24)
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